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Do Not Underestimate
the Strength of the Sikhs

Gurpreet Singh (Editor, Khalsa Akhbaar)

Sachkhand Sri Harmandir
Sahib is the central shrine
of the Sikh nation — the
very heart of Sikh faith and
devotion. Throughout et 1
history, Sikhs have Sreeea
sacrificed their lives to
uphold its honor, dignity,
and sanctity. No Sikh can :
ever tolerate any form of &
desecration of Sri
Harmandir Sahib.

A striking
example of this was in June 1984, when Indira Gandhi ordered armed forces to attack Sri
Harmandir Sahib, causing widespread destruction. In response, brave Sikh warriors
showed her the path to the next world.Recently, through the misuse of artificial intelligence
(Al) technology, certain malicious elements have attempted to depict animals entering and
desecrating Sachkhand Sri Harmandir Sahib. This act represents an extremely vile
conspiracy by anti-Panthic forces. Sikhs will never tolerate any such attempt to insult their
supreme spiritual center through Al manipulation.The entire Sikh Panth and community
have taken this matter with the utmost seriousness and are making every effort to trace
those responsible. Although their identities have not yet been revealed, should such
individuals be uncovered in the future, the Panth will ensure they are punished in
accordance with Panthic traditions.This is also a direct warning to such people: desist from
these actions and do not underestimate the strength of the Sikhs.Sachkhand Sri Harmandir
Sahib is a place that conveys the eternal message of unity and harmony. It is not only the
spiritual nucleus of Sikhs but also a shared heritage for the entire world. Every individual
must show the utmost respect to this sacred site of the Sikh faith.
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Kara-FETTERS OF FREEDOM

Kara, one of the five kakars of the Sikhs, is
neither an ornament nor a tool, but is a
blessed gift from Lord, the Tenth Master
Guru Gobind Singh ji. Alas, this great gift to
the humanity has either been ignored or has
not been appreciated in its true spirit. Kara
symbolises dignity, equality, independence
and emancipation from slavery. Whether it is
known to the world or not but it can be termed
with certainty, that it is the prelude to the
Charter of the UNO or the foundation stone
of the human rights' movements in the
world.Guru Nanak Dev ji, the founder of the
Khalsa Panth was born in year 1469 in
Punjab, the land of five rivers. Coincidentally
this was the same year when in the west
Machiavelli was also born.This was the time
when the Indian society was cursed with four
divisions on the basis of birth in a particular
clan. Vast majority was termed as shudras,
or so-called lower castes. The biggest
challege that the Guru faced at that time was
to ensure the upliftment of vast majority of
the people who were facing blood-stained
subjugation, torture, humiliation, and
deprivation, not on the basis of their ethnicity,
colour, gender, knowledge, race or region,
but the birth in the house of a shudra.That
was the time when the alleged low castes
were deprived of their right to enter or
participate in the temples of learning, and
temples of religious prayers. A human being
deprived of these two gifts will become and
behave in a manner less than human beings.
In older times the cursed were branded or
forced to live in ghettos. Perpetuating and
implementing his thoughts Manu, founding
father of the socio-religious laws of Hindus,
pronounced that the low caste shudras
should wear the black-iron ornaments.

FEIE  gaeare ARy qeE
[FTSOTTIH AT TasaT o Heaad: 1 4RI

Their dress (shall be) the garments of the
dead, (they shall eat) their food from broken
dishes, black iron (shall be) their ornaments,
and they must always wander from place to
place. [Manu Smriti-Chapter X, canto
52.]This was not acceptable and detested to
the founder of Sikhism, Guru Nanak Dev ji. In
absolute humility and humbleness, he
categorically declared and identified himself
with the lowest of the low by saying,

Bernfefgseafasitgmfs st
&1od 36 & Higr AT <fsm G famm Sim 1l
g a9 meifs 38 sefa 39t sy 18 13l

(@.3f.Am. frdtara, H:q)

Nanak seeks the company of the lowest of
the low class, the very lowest of the low. Why
should he try to compete with the great? In

that place where the lowly are cared for-
there, the Blessings of Your Glance of Grace
rain down. ||4]|3||(Guru Granth Sahib, Siri
Rag, M:1)This message was carried to its
logical ends by the Tenth Master, Guru
Gobind Singh when he initiated the Khalsa
Panth by bestowing Amrit (nectar). In order
to de-brand the so-called shudras and to
bestow divine acceptance to all he directed
every Sikh to always wear kara (black iron
bangle like ornament) on the wrist.Kara thus
became a divine hand-cuff reminding the
adherent of his obligation to follow the diktats
and desist from prohibited commands.
Renowned scholar and professor of Punjabi
University Kirpal Kazaq who has had no
formal education and had been in proximity
with the worst and most nefarious
professions, in his first meeting with the Vice
Chancellor and team of professors of the
University shocked them by saying that their
dictionaries are full of inaccuracies. When
asked to prove it, he asked them to open any
page of the dictionary published by the
University. The entry which appeared there
was "kara- which is worn on hand." Vice
Chancellor asked him what is wrong with it.
Kazaq's criptique critique reply was that kara
is worn on wrist and not on hand.To look for
material benefits or comforts from kara is
belittling its true message. Once a student of
Khalsa College, Amritsar asked Master Tara
Singh, veteran gursikh leader, "what is the

advantage of wearing a kara?" Master Tara
Singh replied, "there is no benefit for you".

Shocked student asked, "and it is beneficial
to you?". Masterji replied in the

affirmative.When asked further Master Tara
Singh's reply was terse and pointed. He
explained that you are trying to look into the
kara that if you wear it you will get some
benefits or may get more marks in exams.
Nothing of the sort is going to happen. But to
me it is a constant and inspirational reminder
that those who had this kara on their wrists
had their skull ripped off with a chisel, were
cut bit by bit, were boiled alive and baked on
hot plates. To me this is a reminder that if |
wear it | may be blessed this way for my
commitment to my Guru. The importance of
a Kara on the wrist of a Sikh can be
visualised from the following words of a
spiritual philosopher and scientist Prof.
Puran Singh."l heard a stupid Sikh preacher
the other day, trying to convince a mass
gathering of the Sikhs that the iron ring of the
Guru worn on the wrist is a protection against
lightning. He said, as large buildings are
made safe against lightning by a rod of iron,
so the Guru has saved man from the stroke
of lightning. He was hopelessly flinging his
arms up and down to gather some straw of a
reason to prove the rationale of the iron ring
the Guru gave us as a gift. Coming to us from
our personal God, dearer to us than our
mother, father, sister or sweetheart, it comes
to us as His Gift, as His Blessing, Fie on our
manners that we argue over and over about
it. He touched my hair and | keep it; when |
toss my arm up in the air and the iron ring

shines, | am reminded of His wrist that wore it
- One exactly like this. Is this arm, by some
stray gleam of the iron ring on my wrist, His?
Other religions live in an elaborated
symbolism; | the Sikh have no religion. He
loved me, he made me His own. The sword is
the mind where the Guru lives. The iron ring
is the sign of His remembrance. The tresses
of hair are as clouds round a snow peak -
they always gather, gather they always rain,
rain. In my sacred tresses flow Ganga,
Jamna and Godavari.

Have | got the comb, the Guru
gave me? Have | got His other gifts? | may
have lostthem. But | cannot lose my tresses,
| cannot lose my iron ring. Because, you
remember how He called His disciple Bhai
Gurdas from Benaras. The disciples went as
bidden and brought him with his hands
bound with a string from Benares to Amritsar.
Once the call of the Master was answered
thus. Each one of us is called. We are of His
spiritual militia. We have to wear the ring
which is His gift, and we are the prisoners of
infinite love. These are the fetters of love, the
price of our freedom.

Each Sikh wears hair and the
beard of Guru Gobind Singh. We are molded
in His image."A rand-mund-naar (3) friend of
mine K D Singh who used to wear a gold kara
narrated a nightmare of his meeting with
Bhai Ranjit Singh, the then Jathedar of Akal
Takhat Sahib. He said Bhai Ranjit Singh
asked him to show his gold kala, which K D
obliged. He pulled out his kara and gave it
over to the Jathedar. Bhai Ranijit Singh kept
that in his shirt pocket and pulled out an iron
kara and handed it over to KD. KD says he
was so dumb stuck that neither he could say
anything nor could he muster the courage to
snatch it from Bhai Ranjit Singh. After some
time he could say only this to the Jathedar
that he is going to get worst thrashing from
his wife.

Bhai Ranijit Singh smiled and
returned his gold kara on the condition that
he will never wear it.So kara in the hands of a
Sikh is an article of faith and commitment to
the society and should be honored and
appreciated like that.

It is neither an ornament nor a
superstitious symbol. It is certainly a vocal
and potent sign of commitment to the human
rights of the entire humanity.

Gurcharajit Singh Lamba
Email: santsipahi@gmail.com

Warm and respectful greetings with Gur Fateh to all the Gursikh Sangat of England

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh JiFor a long
time, it had been a heartfelt desire that, if blessed with the
opportunity, we might meet the beloved Sangat in
England.By the infinite grace of Guru Sahib Ji, this long-
cherished wish was fulfilled. From 15th September to 28th
September, we were blessed with nearly fifteen wonderful
days in the holy company of the Sangat.During this sacred
journey, we were honored to meet and have darshan (holy
presence) of the Sangat in various cities including Derby,
Leicester, Stoke, Birmingham, Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Willenhall, and others. Thanks to the love and affection of
many families, we were also blessed to visit their homes.
The love we received from the Sangat is beyond
words—truly, we have no words to express such boundless
affection.With folded hands, we offer our deepest thanks to
Guru Patshah Ji, who, out of His supreme grace, bestowed
this honor upon such humble servants. From the depths of
our hearts, we remain grateful to all the Gursikh
congregations who blessed us and treated us as humble
sweepers of Guru Ji's house.We are especially thankful to
Bhai Jeetinder Singh Ji, who beautifully prepared the
itinerary for this journey, as well as Bhai Sandeep Singh Ji,
Bhai Jagdeep Singh Ji, and Bhai Kuljit Singh Ji from Derby,
who were always present to assist us with seva
(service).Despite the busy and demanding lifestyles in
England, the Sangat and organizers showered us with
endless love and care.The darshan of the sacred places
associated with Vadde Sant Ji Maharaj Sant Isher Singh Ji
Rara Sahib and Sant Maharaj Baba Bhagwan Singh Ji of
Rara Sahib Begowal brought a deep sense of completion
and fulfillment to our journey. Visiting the holy sites where
these great saints departed for Sachkhand (the Eternal
Abode) was truly a priceless blessing.We extend our
heartfelt thanks to Sant Baba Anahadraj Singh Ji and all the
sevadars (volunteers) of Gurdwara Gurpanth Prakash

A
Sahib, for their love and honor, as well as to Bhai Sahib Bhai
Oankar Singh Ji, the Mukh Sewadar of Gurdwara Gurpanth
Prakash, Leicester. We are equally grateful to the sevadars
at the sacred place of the great saint Sant Baba Jaswant
Singh Ji, Gurdwara Nanaksar, Samrala Chowk, Ludhiana,
who has merged into Sachkhand.We also bow in gratitude
for the countless blessings received from Sant Baba
Mahinder Singh Ji Mukhi of Gurdwara Isher Prakash
Begowal and Sant Baba Juginder Singh Ji Dumeli.This
journey has left us with countless priceless memories that

v - |
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will remain forever in our hearts.In the end, in the presence of
the True Lord (Waheguru Ji), we humbly pray for the
continued Chardikala (spiritual and worldly prosperity) of all
the Sangat and devotees. On behalf of myself and my group,
| seek forgiveness for any mistakes or shortcomings that
may have occurred during this journey.May you all live
peacefully with your families.May the Divine Name of
Waheguru forever dwell in every heart.With countless
expressions of gratitude,Your humble servant and seeker of
the dust of your feet,
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