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The true Guru is giver of freedom from
bondages and makes the detached ones librated in life.
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At fegwye 3, “es actwa
&, S=st wrggng €17 R 319 ArfoeTs € Afnt 3
B J g< 39 iy 97 gabir feg fag <t <n faar
J<, On <t wfow <t 9 fa €9 d=st =% fes
At ofaes wrfow, At »iftsne #t € Tons a9,
Ues nied feu femss o9 w3 Ht gforee
Aoy fey J<t fewat SusT @ T9ra a9 |
HoTfewT A7 fagr T | fiy fefgam wigna fer fes
3 &<t 23 fe=n € gy feu varfer AT 7 I fer
fes &< u=wro Arfo /it 919 ofgaifée Ao =t
=BT € faw i afeqr arfaut, ein &7
d¥ de 3J A&, §3< o, it %i3ng Arfag W
A& M3 At »ifiisne fsewtat & uit feg At
Ifeq Arfag »3 A9 "fge feg s i3t
AT 185K Ul9, =3 #ur, sgug@uardt Arfag /it arg
gfadifae Arfog /t 27 AeH Adtet € fAesa Iay
YTIHTY HI I MIAS €= Al € W HT3T AT A
T34 919 at T3 BT (&3 A #ifiiswa) feu Ifenm
Ao €t ynt feu fusT™ & 8 st =T (8ddeT)
IF oIt Y BAreTedT | /it (319) Ifgdifie

ATfog /it & A% € g€ 3T graT geT At ©f 9u-3y
J& wy At § AR3T 3 ATH39 ©F frusret fest
et | g% gfgdifee Aoy w7t me d=% fapurgt
A& & AS A< 8 vy adte 3¢ fugr &t &t
aret '3 §3 1A &t B3 § Sufemt @t € fugr#
agurgerdtdafefesrmfaGgreusad
e-frutasr fegrae |
gadiet €3 Soe AN g A S g ger At &
forgr, “grar #t gt WS € faaursT uras gaee 7
g At fesae I aggyrde M3 g dAe fie '3
Hed SR39 M3 At @°39 UfgsT , € fagurst
ufgaT &, ot @ <t A9 AA39 UfgsT feg | e
fagurst- fea Hidt &t fea uist &t, A gg 7t €
»r3fHa Wy w3 Arfea Yy § samget 9 1 Tey
y3ATg At S Hotet Qa3 fiftut & famar g faprr
mt far 7@ €57 & A< T 3+ gfamrade Jer
U 317 a9 7t & mrushut fig-farst € a0
JoHE™ 91 foa €T 991 A3 3 991 WS g
retuseal
Ht gfaieg Arfag €@ AoWE Qoo Hieg € gdt '3
At mia Iuz Afag €t geaT aiSt ISy s
M fam 99 avd fHAIdt A Hegd § &dt srfenT
forT, d=% 3 d=® Ma® Uad <8 U=Tfe3s f3s
WMATB fenaIt & Iy eragT f3nma aism:
fort I &fT T8 Fard 198 Wdde R g6 |
Y93 JHIT IUI MAT 196™H g8 89 fsaurg |
(I fasHUSETtE<t)
feg Uz HIET € 34T 3 AT g §9T gerfenr
fomr Ig At & U T FES TS
yfemir feg 98 mumaT | Aegies sStefau= |
THETTIeHA= | (I fESHUIEITE<T)
T3 Rt @& fes At 9g ofsdifée o Ft &
993 A9 WS Ja1 € aat umara ufast w3 uls
Jar €t fred {38 = 8T engTa AATE:
U3 UAS Udt HYATG " S & aid iR AoT= |
W IMIATe I93 7, efs Wis U gaH uat efgur= |
A & I9=3 3T, Id o I1d Sd T JIU= |
Higt it vla g ulet ot uta,
7 EQ udt sa=3ImE= |

(I19 fas™ y3aHat 2<1)
fer few ®H3 Aar3t €9-89'3 3 UATHT ITg-wa
&% W3 RYAPH3T g7 Ha< AT, 9T HaaT =,
gret evg AT, g9 {T 9€ Al w3 T A UH 1A
Tt ggr=r gfanwr 19t gt @9t are set fils pe
fiwr 3 g7t 97et 35 3 mEgsT ud | €7 A
HIW e 3T IMIES AT et GRS aws
»HEUBIT IS:
< 3B=rat gutet, fea g &t fea g €t |
feammiz &, feaga &, fea gt ag =wtg €t |
g gatde a8, oA gBy gHtg & |
Fed fAUTat &1% &%, Hg gnet a9 3aitg <t |
Yar 35t at Agfaita €t |
»milast ia3t feg 37t Aot dar €t fies aaer
Sfenr g3t afger T fa 3t Uar &5t Aot T fa
3 UaT € HIES ATTIitg et Uar S at I ?

g At 3 WS gfeAr wEr-dfua <t Ju BT
FHTST SH HHST I Batbwt | AT € ga3t a3t
A ®ar yet "t fegt gaereyt 3 geny
HAITgitg & BAr3d 7S Ja<tenr AT faar At
genY ARG & g A & fEst Hfew W3
fieg WM. €. Hafse wigHd ag At St
HITINT 578 HBTIT3T yHII=Td HTJ& feg gehut
It feg A3t e SuTsT ST A fa 73wt & faar
I fa grewrg € a1f 928 979 9% 37 95 A9 aEt
WOy fa® Tfeg 3uad IT e eB HaeT T |. .
ErdggrAEAe S ITgAAgeATEs a
=B A MY as I a=se € fa5 feg s
e 1319 7 & g€t g fomr fapur | fem €t fifg
IS TE I95 TH ATE 76 fAe - TE S HH AT
Yifenmm 7T § 1Ug <37 a9s gig Arfoy & Tuet
&t HaSt faor A7 AaeT I 7 AUTig § g9EHS
&1 At 142y 39 '3 HaTs genTg fegt fammatnt
3 39 farur 3 3@ A & WS U gBTfenT
€t & mrat ot S I3 feg s ste € o
feg g7 &3 faprr, fig S o < mrustrt
AAT=T Eoft fipret 9913 39 AE 1319 At & €9
gde 3 &7 J9 &3t w3 8n Auds yoa €3

T FIST URE Si3T, fragst €47 € iy gmet
fugreT Mt w3 gret FoT At fag 3 g9 F9-3a=F
TTIHIT I AU WH I o (S BT HS |

319 7t € o feg A/e 578 HIS yAaHT T fapum |
fa@er gate™ 919 7t &7 A= g< fomrm 183 AN
gfe gt Fataits & feg vform gt At At Wit
HIg it =TT HoTyayT & gerTg & MigH™H Ja=T
fagrfaGnaftagssasefetnzddead
F 99T IH ST 1371 FEHg & 393 fagret @r
Wer 3fr ug 9ig At & foof I 3 s ag
f&3t fa v €< 3o faumn &0t Iear e I feg
ATeT | gTeRT Adfaie & faur, fa “sta 7, F g
1 &t feer »igag gt & §€t Ha3 ager ot
yg ¥ feg I+ a9 7t & Aude gafar fa aig #t
€7 € g7 391z fegrg &t Aat 395 I'AT feo
oW Twle & o UaT 37 gig 7 & ATg grfrput Ehrt
Tt Je=retdt 7S fa v Aew witferr fa fas
qIg 7t € 9B et I T € T 7 AAS, B9
fagm 39 &3 Aredr Igg At & fageg galem §
THT 98T g7 d ©< | A few 39 Ifemm
I B < fa feg dede u fiemss e s
gferr gfrmt & gig it & fea-fea dat esr a
faz f&9 g9 fomr I 339 go=rfonT | fEst
yAe '3 gEHT AdGNd & Jg Al e g9
PATTS J13T | fRy-Harst 7 aig /it 7 fagt 993
IS AS 3 frogtet fag et aat § 9n-
Y4 & TUR HIEMT As A€ @xT S g At €
TR TTUIT R 3T IH-IHT I I AT U UA
IET M3 &% Tt HT mifi3HT < g ughnt |
g 7 it mig Etest @8 fes A/t »ifiisre
U+ 1319 7t € &7 Uae <t unt feg 7rd mfge feg
w3 A afores arfay feg ShunrsT &St aret
et & 919 At & gt 83 HeT u3H faor |/
©n fos 3 & & g 39 feu ‘Get &3 feem’ WT
AI-C-A%'% &8 HaTfenT 7ier I | Aarat grat
fare3t feg gradt ot gs | fiy fefgam fee
fererS3THU3= T |

dest, Suest 7 seies feen fdenss € yfiu
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f3@urat fe¥ fea T 1 few § Ao fiensat a5-fis a gelvaa
A'Y € USia o0 H&'8'E U5 |39 Arfous 3 ufost <t feg f3Gama
12 a0 W3 30T 5% HatfenT Ater /T fAR € g=veT gret
JeeH et fa3tJ:

dewtatafa e gsfa | (FgAt:€)
fita m feg Sest § detes feen @ gu fee warferm AfeT 3
3 §tes &< Af3ag At a9 ofedifée 7t o5 1ag 7t & =t feg
HigaR a3 fen At fa d=s gAs-geait 3t fesrrat nmms &f andt
BEt ATet BT §BIS ANII-HU I AW ©F §3 AT 167 <t AT gt
BI-Bfgg MUt HIgB 3 €1 fiig <% uet I 3T gaHs &1 6
TS I iy JEd 3T T9379T J It I MIAS O Al I8 BI-IFTEL
T 13 A7 39 a1 w3 At 31g d@ Arfag At € furesT gt ity
37 A& | fen Bfag § 38 UG &et | IgqH3 &7 g8H M3 799 =0
AT geg3t AT IfeT fen Aeg e 9t e At fa /it a1g »iers e= At
€ mureg 3 HaId At 919 Jfadifie rrfoy 7t § =3 & 9an3
(ATTaN9) & d< 99 I B3 € fa few dv g fe3 IHare €n
& mmuE iy fer ISt e mfaA™ I w3 et Wit vt #t <aar
TI=H € AFTEe € fie =7 3 mfow & ae 3 fouret € fest
et | e <X JIEB e ¥ fag feg ufost 3 St gg Je g ae
%, fAgt 3 gaHa v uiet At 185 & St g 7t & ae 9 fagmr
gaeT fE3T 18T A T+ g 7t § U & Jfde 98 mri-mrus ent
g feergar:

At e g fes ez ain Ifes g emaforaafo s

T g Iu e esfe (98 efa fAs uraefe |

U5 U5 343 gy fAue I9fadiffe g arAnare |

9 995& sfar gy fue Ifer feAen g Ar are |

II-TH 3 T WISt MaTg=! Ael € (A €
fefsom few gvet wat fiw & mes feq Hodt |
femast e 71 g7et Fer fiw afes ‘male fasw’
WMSATT ITE HET FW 7 A5H Q0 HTgg €80 &t
H3TE §39 Aet AR, 1204 7. § ve3s &3 iz
WBIYT fed gt Hret € € J1fg H3™ Huadt €t Ju
Jfen | 3Tet Aoy €7 IIg-Wa 7% HET 39T A ©F
v 3 It 7= farrr w3 €9 it 91g Ifeaifse Ao,
*t a1 afaferees i, 3t a1 Far wwrew o At
difge fiw 7t U afg & gig-T999 <8 Rut AEt
AeT & ydt 35edt 575 f5978% ad | garet w3
see yut feg @t fea dte faurat =+ fom fomm | §
St & frnmt, st ygust W3 uefid BY a9d
319 Afog & Bat & qg-wa = S=s fauas a9
fé3r| et wat fAw feq gga I@aT W3
ferfirmars <t A 1eHen Arfos fey ot /it arg difde frw At &
&< 919 AT €t et gret Aoy U 913 few e9n J9r a AT 3g 3
Ao €t gtz & #far gu fE3T i fev g3 »iF a5 evert g &t
B YSBI I3 T et fen ez d yuz J|

Aet ofg 7t € g 3 gie W3 Aedt & et Hat fiw At & At
gferreq arfag e JiEt gy & A/t #ififsAe 3feum | Has JaH3 ©
Inee g9 o AET AT 3 feg Sest vz @Al € feds a9t As
IR IFTET 7t & §ET 849 § UA IA9 JUT €2 W o it &3 feen
(St=ah) € A3-1S € Hagdt & Bt 1Ha® goH3 © few feg tie
it »13 €1 fen feds & ity snsant € fea Ha @7 <93 gger
Ht 137et Hat fiw 7t & fem GreT e U™ BaT fapnr w3 88T Fad
A & getes feen (=@l € A3-48 '3 I %" feds 3

f&3m 153t feg Ifenr fa /it wifir3ne fed Ag-HeT s Sar Afamr
w3 &7 It fenfes gaH 39t A7 et | TeT-fusTel e e BT
et At § fare39 9 o BTI9 fEATfenT fapnT |17 aet 37 € 89
FTHY IH &7 MTE 3T GIF AT T & gTet HaT fiw /it e ge-
§© de o HIlE 99 €< € goH Ao | It Hat fi €t matet
Q938 €. § s I, BJq fey Jet | et vt fiw grg-wa €
&8s Aed, Hodla §U, IHs Yiud w3 feeers ferast rs w3
feat gret a9 o It IgHI St #iyt feg IZIE A | TS TIHT
el 7  FtE J9 & Y aH & falis »rar 3 HueT gasT arger At
MI RS wfAgrataiaT|
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Bandl Chhor Divas — Historical Background and Purpose

Across India, countless
Gurpreet Slngh’ Editor festivals are celebrated,

among which Diwali holds
a special place. This festival has been observed since ancient times
and is one of India’s most universal celebrations, uniting people of all
religions in joy and goodwill.In Sikhism too, there are several important
religious and commemorative occasions, such as the Shaheedi Jor
Mela, Hola Mohalla, Vaisakhi (Khalsa Creation Day) and many
martyrdom days of revered Sikhs .
which are observed with great
devotion.Among these, Sikhs also
celebrate Diwali every year — but
not in the traditional sense. In the
Sikh faith, Diwali is celebrated as G
“Bandi Chhor Divas” (the Day of 7 =
Liberation), which has a distinct .
history rooted in the time of the
Sikh Gurus.This day
commemorates the release of the
sixth Sikh Guru, Sri Guru
Hargobind Sahib Ji, from
imprisonment. Guru Hargobind
Sahib Ji, who led the Sikhs from
1606 to 1644 CE, holds a special
place in Sikh history. During his
period of leadership, he redefined
the Sikh movement, instilling a &
spirit of self-respect and courage
among Sikhs.Guru Ji taught his
followers to engage in Naam Simran (meditation on God’s name) while
also being ready to defend righteousness with the sword when
necessary. One of his most notable contributions was the
establishment of the Akal Takht Sahib at Amritsar — a monumental
step in shaping the Sikh Panth.He inspired Sikhs to become both
“Saints and Soldiers” (Sant-Sipahi). During his time, the first conflicts
between the Mughal rulers and the Sikhs took place. Despite limited
resources, the Sikhs, under his leadership, triumphed in these battles,
which greatly boosted their morale. Alarmed by this growing influence,
Emperor Jahangir sought to suppress the Sikh community.Out of fear
and political pressure, Jahangir deceitfully imprisoned Guru Hargobind
Sahib Ji in the Gwalior Fort, where many other princes and rulers were
already held captive.When the Sikh community learned of Guru Ji’'s
imprisonment, they became deeply distressed. Prominent Sikhs like

Baba Buddha Ji and others led groups of devotees toward Gwalior to
plead for Guru Ji's release. Their peaceful mobilization and the
intervention of Sufi saint Mian Mir Ji compelled Jahangir to
reconsider.Jahangir eventually agreed to release Guru Ji, but Guru
Hargobind Sahib Ji refused to leave the fort until all 52 imprisoned
kings were freed along with him. Impressed by Guru Ji's compassion
and determination, Jahangir ordered the release of all 52
rulers.Because Guru Ji secured the freedom of these prisoners, he
- % became known as “Bandi Chhor
.. Data” — the Liberator of
i Captives.After nearly two years in
| captivity, Guru Ji returned to
Amritsar. His arrival coincided with
the day of Diwali, and the Sikh
community celebrated his return
. .= with immense joy and devotion.
Baba Buddha Ji organized a grand
illumination (Deepmala) at Sri
Harmandir Sahib (Golden Temple),
lighting lamps in ghee. From that
time onward, the festival of Diwali
has been observed among Sikhs
as Bandi Chhor Divas.On this day,
| special congregations are held at
' Akal Takht Sahib, where important
community matters are discussed
~ and Gurmattas (collective
= resolutions) are passed — a
tradition of great significance in
Sikh history. During the time of Bhai Mani Singh Ji, the Mughal ruler
Zakariya Khan feared large Sikh gatherings at Harmandir Sahib on
Bandi Chhor Divas, suspecting that they might plan revolts. Bhai Mani
Singh Ji negotiated permission to hold the festival by agreeing to pay a
tax. However, when he learned that Zakariya Khan planned to attack
the Sikh congregation, he refused to pay the tax and asked Sikhs not to
gather that year. As aresult, he was arrested and martyred by being cut
joint by joint in Lahore. His sacrifice gave Bandi Chhor Divas a new,
sacred meaning — it became not only a festival of freedom but also of
martyrdom and courage.According to Gurmat (Sikh teachings), while
celebrating Bandi Chhor Divas, Sikhs should resolve to free their minds
from evil and ignorance, imbibe the spirit of self-respect and sacrifice,
and illuminate not only their surroundings with lamps but also their
inner self with the light of Gurbani.
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A= U3HY & 919 »ads &< At &f mdtet 3
gE 8% USHW U5 A 39 ofadifse mrfow & & Aeds At
gfarreg Arfog € AoHS M 4T (3H3) € 3967 J1ST AH &
dlevs AAeT, T8t Gftwt et =19t argE, iyt § WS mRsg
ASTEMT 3T A& T IAH AT vy faag uge Af3gg HaaA e
fegt gremrat ot &t go A Agfeite § et 3T 6ns Afsget &
yfg®™ »ag gSTTenT | ITERT €7 9 Y I I€ <daf 9Id WA €
T3IPHt & I9 %€t '3 3% urfenT, faneT esngy 5=t Arfan 578
I AfIe g I=BT fag gAafeaT|
=BT (98 g €87 aety § It Sfprm AT At A IH © et
Y397 I, H g9t I | IEt ITHYS I UfosT I =B ae At |
BT faF IA< v H3wg i3 It At fabfa fem fag g ae ot
e fagmi &at Ifenm /it 188 Ha St Hafa aaet AT |
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geT AT, 3TEt IIEH At T99T HU™® JeHyT & fitut &f fem Gemt &
2y § fegra J1St 3 faus fitut € ¥ieq a8 finmg, €3mo, T3t
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et 993 St 23 fadarg gyerdt I(HT&T: Y)

Af3d9 §€1e3 J AT Haf3 99 €3t (gt arge™ 1)

31g Jiffe fiw Haa™H 3 I7E JEH3T 96 € Bel S8 W3
fermit & Aeds s Ht via & U3 Arfoe 3 fedgg Jer At | gret
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Higt yigt € H'aa 4 & gig afgaifae Aag Al Haa €737 et
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