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Iranian Invitation: A Test for Akal Takht Sahib and SGPC

Guardlanshlp of Sikh Pr1nc1ples in a Diplomatic Labyrinth

The invitation extended
by the Iranian government to
the Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht
Sahib and the President of the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
for an event in Delhi
commemorating Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei is not merely a
formalreligious gesture. Thisis
the first time an Islamic | 58
Republic has officially invited £
the supreme institutions of the
Sikh world as 'Guests of Honor' s
to remember their spiritual
leader. Amidst the current
geopolitical tensions in West
Asia, this move carries
profound diplomatic meanings
and cultural signals.The
phrase used by the Iranian
delegation "Sikhism and we
both believe in the immortality of the
martyr"—is part of a well-calculated
diplomacy. Iran has skillfully attempted to find
a common axis between the 'Martyrdom of
Karbala' in Shia Islam and the great
martyrdoms of Sikh history.However, it is
essential to understand a fundamental
difference. In Sikhism, the concept of
martyrdom (Shahadat) is not confined to a
specific religion or politics. The martyrdoms of
Guru Arjan Dev Ji and Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
were for human rights, freedom of religion,
and the protection of truth. In contrast, the
Iranian narrative often ties martyrdom more
closely to national politics and religious
identity. It will be a significant challenge for

i \
Sikh leaders to highlight the 'universal' Sikh
concept of martyrdom from this platform—a
concept that speaks for justice for all of
humanity.Diplomacy and 'Soft Power'Iran
currently feels internationally isolated due to
its conflict with the United States and Israel. In
such a scenario, strengthening ties with the
Sikh community, which has a global influence,
is a means for Iran to enhance its 'Soft Power.'
By associating with Sikh institutions, Iran
seeks to demonstrate to the world that it enjoys
the sympathy of diverse faiths.Should Sikh
Leaders Attend?This question is deeply
complex. However, viewed objectively,
accepting this invitation could prove to be a
major opportunity for the Sikh Panth,

provided:Sikh leaders use this
platform to deliver a message
of peace and harmony against
wars.They ensure their
presence does not become part
of any political factionalism.If
= the Sikh leadership keeps its
= stance clear, it will not have a
g« negative impact on Sikhs living
in Western nations.While
& expressing sympathy for
e innocent lives lost in war, they
' should emphasize resolving
issues through 'table talk' and
" dialogue.ConclusionThis
. invitation from Iran is a
symbol of the growing global
importance of the Sikh
community. It is an
opportunity where Sikh
leadership can tell the world
that Sikhism stands for the
welfare of humanity and is a guide following
the principle: "I have befriended everyone,
and I am a friend to all."If the Jathedar of Sri
Akal Takht Sahib and the President of the SGPC
participate in this event, they must not merely
mark their presence.

While maintaining their 'spiritual and
moral line,’ they should represent the true
principles of Sikhism justice, peace, and the
'welfare of all' (Sarbat da Bhala). This is the
path that will further strengthen the historical
greatness and neutrality of the Sikh Panth on a
global stage.

Professor Balwinder Pal Singh
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