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Reflection for the Month of Bhadon
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(Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, Ang 134)

In this sacred Pauri from Barah Maha Majh, the Crown of Sikh Martyrs, Sri Guru
Arjan Dev Ji, beautifully explains the spiritual significance of the month of Bhadon
(Bhadrapada). Using the changing season as a metaphor, Guru Sahib reminds humanity
of the temporary nature of the physical body and worldly relationships, while guiding us
towards truth, contentment, patience, and divine wisdom. Through Gurmat, the Guru
shows the path by which the soul can rise above ignorance and spiritual confusion.

Guru Sahib teaches that during the month of Bhadon, the soul-bride wanders in the
delusion of Maya because she has turned her love away from her true Husband-Lord and
become attached to worldly attractions. Having become separated from the Divine
Beloved, she may adorn herself with countless external decorations, yet none of them
can benefit her spiritually. The true adornment of the soul is not physical beauty but the
virtues of humility, righteousness, compassion, truthfulness, and devotion, for these
alone are pleasing to the Divine.

The Guru further reminds us that all physical adornments are ultimately
meaningless, for the human body is perishable. The day this body perishes, those who
once called it dear will simply refer to it as a corpse. When the soul departs, the
messengers of death take it away without revealing their purpose to anyone. At that
moment, all worldly relationships and attachments, no matter how precious they once
appeared, are left behind in an instant.
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Describing the final moments of life, Guru Sahib tells us that a person then
trembles with fear and regret. The body shakes, anxiety overwhelms the mind, and the
face loses its colour. Yet this moment is only the natural consequence of the seeds one has
sown throughout life. As Guru Sahib teaches:

“FordH R B S AegT a3
“As one sows, so shall one reap; this human life is the field of one’s actions.”

Every thought, word, and deed bears fruit. Our destiny is shaped by the actions we
perform during our lifetime.

Guru Sahib then offers hope and assurance. Those who sincerely seek the refuge
ofthe Almighty are never abandoned. The Divine Himself places them aboard the boat of
His Lotus Feet, safely carrying them across the turbulent ocean of worldly existence.

“3T6k Y3 ATEIISt 99 Sfoayg 2311 ”

Such souls are protected by the Guru’s grace and do not fall into the spiritual
suffering symbolised by the month of Bhadon.

The message of this Pauri remains deeply relevant today. Modern life often draws
us towards material success, possessions, and temporary pleasures, causing us to forget
the eternal purpose of human birth. Guru Arjan Dev Ji lovingly reminds us that worldly
attachments cannot accompany us beyond death. Only our relationship with the Divine,
cultivated through Naam, Gurbani, righteous living, and selfless service, remains our
true companion.

As we reflect upon the month of Bhadon, let us examine our own lives. Instead of
becoming lost in the illusion of Maya, let us adorn our souls with noble virtues,
remember the Almighty through Naam Simran, and seek the guidance of Gurbani. By
taking refuge in the Guru, we receive the spiritual strength to overcome ignorance and
safely journey towards union with the Divine.

May this sacred month inspire us to strengthen our faith, deepen our devotion, and
live according to the eternal teachings of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji.
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Special Feature for 30 August

The Completion of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji
-Giani Jasbir Singh Teg

Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji bestowed an immense blessing upon the Sikh Panth by
preparing the complete recension of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji. In recognition of this
historic achievement, the Sikh Panth honoured the place where this work was completed
by conferring upon it the status of the Fifth Takht. That blessed land is Takht Sri
Damdama Sahib at Talwandi Sabo (Bathinda).

For great spiritual works to be accomplished, three elements must come together:
the right person, the right time, and the right place. Only then can such extraordinary
tasks be completed. According to Sikh tradition, such moments are divinely ordained.

Historical records show that much of Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s life was spent in
battles defending righteousness. Yet, throughout these turbulent years, the Guru
continued to compose and encourage the creation and preservation of sacred literature.
During this period, Sikhs repeatedly requested that Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji’s bani be
incorporated into the Adi Bir, thereby completing the scripture. Guru Gobind Singh Ji
would always reply that the appropriate time had not yet arrived.

Eventually, after enduring countless battles and sacrificing everything for the
nation and the Panth, Guru Gobind Singh Ji arrived in the Malwa region. At the request
ofthe local chief, Bhai Dalla, the Guru established camp at Talwandi Sabo—a place that
later came to be known as Damdama Sahib, meaning “the place of rest” or “where one
catches one’s breath.” The Guru remained there for nine months and nine days.

After a period of rest, the Sikhs once again humbly requested that Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji’s bani be added to the Adi Bir prepared by Guru Arjan Dev Ji so that the
scripture could be completed. Guru Gobind Singh Ji accepted their request, recognising
that the proper time had finally come.

The Guru instructed the Sikhs to obtain the original Adi Bir from Dhir Mal.
However, Dhir Mal refused to hand it over. He reportedly remarked that if Guru Gobind
Singh Ji was truly the rightful successor to Guru Nanak Dev Ji, then He should be able to
reproduce the entire bani Himself, just as Guru Arjan Dev Ji had compiled it.

When the Sikhs informed Guru Gobind Singh Ji of this refusal, the Guru reflected
that if this task were not undertaken, doubt and confusion could arise in the minds of the
Sikhs. To safeguard the Panth from uncertainty, the Guru decided to proceed with the
work.
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After consulting the senior Sikhs, Guru Gobind Singh Ji organised the project.
Two tents were erected—one for the Guru and another for the writing of the scripture.
Bhai Mani Singh Ji was entrusted with the responsibility of writing, while Baba Deep
Singh Ji was appointed to assist by preparing ink, pens, paper, and all the necessary
materials. Thus, every responsibility was carefully assigned.

The Guru instructed the Sangat that while this sacred work was in progress, no one
should disturb His solitude, for such profound spiritual work required complete
concentration. Just as Guru Arjan Dev Ji had chosen the peaceful surroundings of
Ramsar Sahib for compiling the Adi Granth, Guru Gobind Singh Ji selected the tranquil
environment of Damdama Sahib.Each morning, Guru Gobind Singh Ji would spiritually
dictate the bani, and Bhai Mani Singh Ji, seated in the separate tent, would carefully
transcribe it. After several months of dedicated work, the volume was completed in
October 1706. Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji’s bani was incorporated in the appropriate rag
(musical) order, bringing the scripture to completion.

This was a moment of immense joy for the Sikh community. Their long-standing
request had finally been fulfilled. The completed recension later became known
throughout the Panth as the Damdami Bir.

To celebrate this historic accomplishment, a vast gathering of Sikhs assembled at
Talwandi Sabo from across India and beyond. After many years of conflict, they once
again enjoyed the privilege of seeing and sitting in the presence of Guru Gobind Singh Ji.

On this occasion, Guru Gobind Singh Ji bestowed many blessings upon the land.
At the request of the Sikhs, He also explained the meanings of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji,
laying the foundation for what later became the tradition of the Damdami Taksal.

The place where the Guru sharpened and discarded His pens was blessed with the
name Likhansar, and Guru Gobind Singh Ji declared:

“This is our manifest Kashi.Even those considered simple-minded shall
become learned here. Writers, scholars, poets, and wise men shall emerge from
this place.Here we fashion our pens and cast them aside.Thousands of our
Sikhs shall come here to study.”

As foretold by the Guru, countless students have since received Gurmat education
at Damdama Sahib. A Gurmat College continues to function there, producing scholars
who spread Sikh teachings throughout India and the world. Graduates from this
institution continue to enjoy great respect within the Sikh community.

From the completed Damdami Bir, several additional copies were prepared.
Historical tradition states that Baba Deep Singh Ji personally prepared four copies after
immense effort and dispatched them to four Takhts. Sadly, the original Damdami Bir was
reportedly lost during the period of the Great Sikh Holocaust (Vadda Ghallughara). The
printed and handwritten saroops used today are based upon the Damdami Bir recension.
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During Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s stay at Damdama Sahib, the festival of Vaisakhi
was celebrated. Inspired by the Guru, countless people received Amrit. This tradition
continues today, with large numbers of devotees gathering annually at Damdama Sahib
for Vaisakhi celebrations.

After Guru Gobind Singh Ji departed from Damdama Sahib, the responsibility for
the shrine was entrusted to Baba Deep Singh Ji, who faithfully cared for and developed
the sacred place.

For many years, particularly during periods of persecution, the site remained
neglected. Later, in 1921, Sant Attar Singh Ji of Mastuana undertook its restoration and
service with great dedication.

Guru Gobind Singh Ji had also blessed the region, declaring that the barren land
would one day become exceptionally fertile. This blessing became visibly fulfilled in
1939, when an extensive canal irrigation system transformed the area into one of
Punjab’s most productive agricultural regions.

Today, the Sikh Panth commemorates the Completion Day of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib Ji. Let us all dedicate ourselves to the teachings of Guru Granth Sahib Ji and
illuminate our lives through the Guru’s wisdom. In today’s world, where moral and
spiritual decline is increasingly evident, the timeless message of Guru Granth Sahib Ji is
needed more than ever.

Particularly, the younger generation should be connected with Guru Granth Sahib
Jiso that, by following the command of Guru Gobind Singh Ji, they may embrace Amrit,
become true Sikhs of the Guru, and free themselves from addictions, moral decline, and
social evils.
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Editorial

Let Us Embrace the Practice of Naam and Gurbani

The soul of Sikhism is deeply rooted in Gurbani and Naam. The true purpose of
human life is to unite with the Almighty, and this union is attained through the
practice of Naam Simran (meditation on the Divine Name) and the teachings of
Gurbani. In today’s world, people are constantly chasing external glamour, wealth,
pride, and material comforts. As a result, their minds have become burdened with
stress, anxiety, and sorrow. At such a time, the timeless message of the Sikh Gurus
inspires us to reconnect with Naam and Gurbani.

Gurbani dispels the darkness within and fills life with divine light. The practice
of Naam blesses the mind with peace, patience, and spiritual strength. Therefore, it is
essential for every Sikh to build life upon the foundation of Gurbani and Naam.

The Meaning and Importance of Naam

In Sikhism, Naam is not merely a word; it represents the Divine Presence and
the constant remembrance of God. The Sikh Gurus described Naam as the very
foundation of creation. Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji proclaims:

“BHITT AIS A3 7
“All living beings are sustained by the Divine Name.”

Without Naam, human life remains incomplete. When a person meditates on
the Divine Name, the mind turns away from worldly vices and becomes centred on
the Almighty.

Naam protects us from ego, greed, anger, attachment, and lust, while nurturing
humility, compassion, and kindness. Guru Arjan Dev Ji lovingly reminds us:

“afg sy Aug dhrn
“O soul, meditate upon the Name of the Lord.”

True happiness and lasting peace are found only in the remembrance of God’s

Name.

The Importance of Gurbani
For Sikhs, Gurbani is not merely a sacred scripture—it is a complete guide to
righteous living. Guru Amar Das Ji declares:

“grStarg a9 9 T fefo ot nifgg A
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“The Word is the Guru, and the Guru is the Word; within the Word is
contained the essence of divine nectar.”

Gurbani teaches us how to live truthfully and righteously. It dispels the
darkness of ignorance and leads humanity towards truth, humility, and selfless
service.

When one reads Gurbani daily and strives to understand its message, thoughts
gradually become pure. Gurbani brings balance to the mind and elevates the soul
towards spiritual enlightenment.

Naam and Gurbani: An Inseparable Relationship

Naam and Gurbani cannot be separated. Gurbani guides us towards Naam,
while Naam Simran becomes meaningful through the wisdom revealed in Gurbani.
Through the Divine Word, the Gurus showed that remembrance of God is the path to
union with the Creator.

As one studies Gurbani, faith and devotion naturally blossom, deepening one’s
love for Naam.

The Need for Naam and Gurbani Today

Modern life has become increasingly busy. Technology and materialism have
left little room for spiritual growth, resulting in rising levels of stress, depression, and
dissatisfaction.

In such circumstances, Naam and Gurbani serve as spiritual medicine.
Gurbani offers hope, patience, and courage, while Naam Simran steadies the mind
and strengthens the soul.

At a time when many young people are influenced by addiction, violence, and
materialistic values, reconnecting them with Gurbani and Naam is one of the greatest
needs of our time. When the younger generation accepts Gurbani as its guide, it
discovers purpose, direction, and inner fulfilment.

Practising Naam and Gurbani
Daily Nitnem

Daily Nitnem is essential for every Sikh. Reciting Japji Sahib, Jaap Sahib, and
other morning Banis purifies the mind. Rehras Sahib in the evening and Kirtan Sohila
before retiring at night provide peace, gratitude, and spiritual strength.Nitnem
establishes discipline and nurtures a spiritually balanced life.Naam SimranReciting
“Waheguru” with love and devotion connects the soul with the Divine. Simran
should arise not merely from the lips but from the depths of the heart. Through
sincere remembrance, the restless mind gradually becomes calm and peaceful.
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Understanding Gurbani
Recitation alone is not enough. Understanding the meaning of Gurbani enables
us to apply its teachings in our daily lives and transform our thoughts and actions.

Sangat and Kirtan
The company of the holy has a profound influence on one’s spiritual growth.
Participating in Sangat and listening to Kirtan fills the heart with devotion. Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji teaches:
“HATORAIS SFt ArE 1| fAE 8 s SurEhar 7
“True holy congregation is that where the One Divine Name is lovingly
praised.”
Blessings of Naam and Gurbani
Spiritual Peace
Naam Simran and Gurbani fill the heart with lasting peace. One who remains
connected with the Guru’s Word develops patience and inner stability, even during
life’s greatest challenges.

Freedom from the Five Vices
Gurbani protects us from lust, anger, greed, attachment, and ego while
cultivating truthfulness, humility, compassion, and contentment.

Building a Better Society

Aperson who lives according to Naam and Gurbani naturally treats others with
love, respect, and kindness. Such individuals become instruments of unity, harmony,
and social upliftment.

Closeness to the Divine
Naam Simran strengthens our relationship with the Almighty and fills the heart
with love, devotion, and unwavering faith.

The Younger Generation and Gurbani

Introducing children to Gurbani, Nitnem, and Kirtan from an early age is
essential. Parents carry the sacred responsibility of creating a spiritually enriching
environment at home.

In today’s digital age, social media and modern technology can also become
powerful tools for spreading the message of Gurbani through Kirtan, Katha, and
meaningful explanations that resonate with young minds.

The Power of Naam and Gurbani in Sikh History
The history of the Sikh Panth is filled with inspiring examples of the power of
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Naam and Gurbani. The Sikh Gurus and countless martyrs drew unwavering strength
from the Divine Name.

While enduring immense physical suffering, Guru Arjan Dev Ji humbly
uttered:

“3I9T o HisT Brar 1l
“Sweetis Your Will, O Lord.”

Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji embraced martyrdom while upholding
righteousness and religious freedom without forsaking remembrance of the Divine.
Bhai Mani Singh Ji and countless Sikh martyrs faced unimaginable hardships with
courage born from their unwavering faith in Gurbani and Naam.

Their lives remind us that the Divine Word gives us the strength to endure
every trial with grace and unwavering faith.

Conclusion

Naam and Gurbani are the very soul of Sikh life. They strengthen the mind,
purify the heart, and illuminate the path towards spiritual fulfilment. In an age of
distraction and uncertainty, returning to the Guru’s teachings has never been more
important.

Let us dedicate ourselves to daily Nitnem, strive to understand Gurbani,
meditate upon the Divine Name, and shape our lives according to the teachings of the
Sikh Gurus. By embracing Naam and Gurbani, we not only transform ourselves but
also contribute towards building a society founded upon love, unity, compassion, and
peace.

Let us all unite in the practice of Naam and Gurbani and make our lives truly
meaningful under the guidance of the Guru.
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Special Feature on the 34th Death Anniversary

Bhagat Puran Singh

-Prof. Nav Sangeet Singh

Bhagat Puran Singh, the founder of the Pingalwara institution, was born on 4 June
1904 in the village of Rajewal Rohno, in Khanna Tehsil of Ludhiana district, to Mata
Mehtab Kaur. His father, Lala Shibu Mal, was a prosperous moneylender in the village.
Bhagat Ji’s birth name was Ramji Das.

Bhagat Ji’s mother was a deeply religious woman. Whenever someone came to
their home seeking help, she would ask young Ramji Das to give them flour, grain, or
other necessities. This upbringing naturally instilled in him compassion, generosity, and
aspirit of selfless service.

Between 1905 and 1913, the region was affected by a plague epidemic. During
this difficult period, Lala Shibu Mal lent nearly Rs. 50,000 to people in need. With the
little money he had left—around Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 4,000—he purchased maize and fodder
and distributed them among the needy at the railway goods warehouse in Khanna. He
told the recipients to repay him whenever they were able to do so, and that it did not
matter if they could not. Most of the money was never repaid. Consequently, the family’s
moneylending business came to an end, and they fell into poverty.

Despite these hardships, his mother ensured that Ramji Das continued his
education. He completed his matriculation at Anglo Sanskrit High School, Khanna. To
pay his hostel expenses, his mother worked at a doctor’s home in Montgomery, now
Sahiwal in Pakistan, washing utensils and earning Rs. 10 per month.

One night, Ramji Das stayed at Gurdwara Reru Sahib, and the following night he
stayed at a Shiv temple in Ludhiana. This period became a major turning point in his life.
After deep reflection, he decided to embrace the Sikh faith.

From 1924 to 1947, he lived at Gurdwara Dehra Sahib in Lahore, where he was
given the name Puran Singh.

During his years at Gurdwara Dehra Sahib, he repaired water taps, fed animals,
washed used utensils in the community kitchen, spread floor mats, looked after pilgrims,
and cared for abandoned patients and persons with disabilities. He took patients to
hospitals, performed sewa in the shoe-keeping area, and listened to kirtan whenever time
permitted.

In his spare time, he visited the library and read books, magazines, and
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newspapers. He also collected donations from wealthy people to help poor and deserving
students.

On 23 June 1930, after suffering from illness for two and a half years, his mother
passed away. Her death left him feeling profoundly alone. Remembering the promises he
had made to her, he resolved to dedicate his entire life to the service of the suffering, the
helpless, and the destitute. From then onward, he devoted himself to study, reflection,
and selfless humanitarian service.

In 1934, Bhagat Ji took responsibility for the care of a four-year-old child with a
physical disability named Pyara Singh, whom he found at Gurdwara Dehra Sahib. This
marked the beginning of his lifelong mission to care for abandoned, sick, and helpless
people.

During the Partition of India in 1947, he tirelessly served refugees, patients, and
persons with disabilities at Khalsa College, Amritsar; the Chief Khalsa Diwan; Amritsar
Railway Station; Rambagh; and other locations for nearly one and a half'years.

As the number of patients increased, he first moved them to a building near the
Civil Surgeon’s office, then to the partially constructed Inder Palace, and later to Ram
Talai Sarai.

On 27 November 1958, he purchased the land on which the present-day
Pingalwara stands for Rs. 16,964.

Bhagat Ji also established the Puran Printing Press. Through this press, he
published and freely distributed educational pamphlets on issues such as population
growth, environmental pollution, the destruction of natural resources, soil erosion,
indiscriminate deforestation, the harmful effects of drug addiction, the importance of
simple living, and many other subjects related to social awareness.

He also printed and freely distributed biographies of scholars and great
personalities who had made significant contributions to society.

In recognition of his outstanding humanitarian service, Bhagat Ji received
numerous honours, including the Padma Shri in 1979, the Harmony Award in 1990, the
Lok Ratna Award in 1991, the Bhai Kanhaiya Ji Award in 1991, and, posthumously, the
Sarbat da Bhala Award.

In addition, many religious and social organisations presented him with
certificates of appreciation and other honours in recognition of his lifelong service to
humanity.

Bhagat Ji firmly believed that everything he had received in life had come through
the blessings of the Gurdwaras. He considered the Guru’s grace far greater than any
worldly award or title. Therefore, following the 1984 Sikh genocide, he returned the
Padma Shri conferred upon him by the Government of India as a mark of protest.

Today, the work of Pingalwara is being carried forward under the leadership of
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Bhagat Ji’s successor, Dr Inderjit Kaur. Under her leadership, numerous books and
booklets promoting social awareness continue to be published in Punjabi, Hindi, and
English.

These publications include 64 Punjabi books and 12 booklets, seven English
books and 48 booklets, and 18 Hindi books.

Pingalwara is also actively engaged in several environmental initiatives,
including running nurseries, operating a water-purification plant, planting trees,
promoting natural farming, conducting public-awareness campaigns, and developing
the Amrit Phal Vatika.

Bhagat Puran Singh passed away on 5 August 1992. In 2004, on the occasion of his
birth centenary, the Government of India issued a commemorative postage stamp in
recognition of his extraordinary contribution to humanity.
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“Satluj” — Why Are the ‘Pseudo-Communists’
Disturbed by Historical Truth?

-Prof. Balwinder Pal Singh

Whenever Punjab’s painful and traumatic history is brought to literature, theatre,
or the cinema screen in an effort to uncover historical truths, a particular group that
prefers to turn a blind eye to reality inevitably becomes active. The negative narrative
being created by some self-proclaimed “Communists” against the film Satluj is a product
of this very mindset. According to the author, this narrative is not only anti-Punjab but
also amounts to defending violations of human rights.

Those who dismiss the film as “one-sided” or “hate-driven,” the author argues, in
fact hold the same narrow and sectarian outlook towards Punjab, the Sikh Panth, and
human rights that certain hill rulers displayed in history. In any democracy, state violence
is far more dangerous and unjust than violence committed by non-state actors. During
the years of militancy in Punjab, criminals, looters, and state-sponsored informers
(“cats”) operated outside the rule of law. However, police and administrative officials,
who take an oath to uphold the Constitution when entering public service, were duty-
bound to remain within the limits of the law.

The author contends that when police officers, under the leadership of officials
such as K.P.S. Gill, became “judge, jury, and executioner,” it represented one of the
gravest assaults on a civilised society.

The author cites figures attributed to Lawyers for Human Rights International,
claiming that more than 25,000 young people in Punjab were allegedly killed through
fake encounters and illegal detentions, their bodies left unidentified. The article further
alleges that this campaign of repression affected families from diverse backgrounds,
including the family of advocate Kulwant Singh of Ropar, a relative by marriage of
Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh, and Kuljit Singh Dhatt, the Sarpanch of village Ambala
Jattan, who, according to the author, were abducted and killed in 1989 by officials
including Ajit Singh Sandhu.

The author questions why those who claim to be ideological heirs of Bhagat Singh
allegedly remained silent in the face of these incidents.



(80) WSH niyEd

3

According to the author, these “saffron Communists” are neither genuine
followers of Karl Marx nor have they honestly studied Marxist philosophy. Referring to
The Communist Manifesto (1848), written by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the
author quotes:
“The executive of the modern state is but a committee for managing the
common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie.”

The article argues that Marx’s philosophy fundamentally supports the oppressed
and challenges unjust state power. Had these individuals truly understood Marxism, the
author claims, they would never have defended unchecked state violence or a police
state. Instead, the article argues, they have abandoned Marx’s principles of justice and
human rights while supporting oppressive state policies.

The author also invokes the constitutional vision of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, stating
that Ambedkar opposed granting unlimited powers to the police. According to the
article, Ambedkar believed that:

“It 1s the duty of the State to protect the life and liberty of its citizens, not to
become the oppressor that destroys their freedom.”

The author further argues that police and security forces must always function
within constitutional limits, adding that when the State itself violates the law, it loses its
moral legitimacy.

The article maintains that relations between Hindus and Sikhs in Punjab have
historically been like “flesh and nail”—inseparable—and that no divisive agenda has
succeeded in permanently separating the two communities. It also states that no true Sikh
or Punjabi supports the unlawful killing of innocent Hindus, and that every justice-
loving Punjabi shares deep sympathy with their families.

At the same time, the author argues that while certain communal narratives were
historically promoted by sections associated with the Arya Samaj movement, these
“pseudo-Communists” further inflamed tensions. According to the author, they
consistently failed to condemn what he describes as the far greater number of Sikhs
killed under state repression, thereby exposing what he considers their double standards.

The article also refers to the case of Jaswant Singh Khalra, noting that the Supreme
Court bench headed by Justice Kuldip Singh described the large-scale illegal cremations
as being “beyond the imagination of a civilised society” and profoundly shocking.
Despite this, the author alleges that these critics continued to defend the Congress-led
state machinery.

The author concludes that if Satluj seeks to portray the historical reality of both
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state and non-state violence experienced in Punjab, dismissing it as “one-sided”
amounts to a betrayal of history, the Constitution, and the rule of law. He argues that
Punjab today must move beyond the divisive narratives promoted by what he describes
as pseudo-Communists and self-styled intellectuals, and instead embrace an impartial
historical discourse that safeguards human rights while standing firmly for truth, justice,
and enduring communal harmony.
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